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Op 11 juni, van 15.00-17.00 uur, organiseert het 
Departement Filosof ie en Religiewetenschap 
van de Universiteit Utrecht een boekpresenta-
tie. Plaats: de eetkamer van de Universiteits­
bibliotheek, Drift 27. 

Vier sprekers zullen het werk vanuit 
verschillende invalshoeken belichten: David 
van der Linden (Geschiedenis, RUG), Dinah 
Wouters (Religiewetenschap UU), Wiep van 
Bunge (Filosof ie, EUR), en Henk van den 
Belt (Theologie, VU en TUA). Na afloop zal er 
gelegenheid zijn bij een drankje na te praten in 
Café Lodewijk.

U bent van harte uitgenodigd hierbij aanwezig 
te zijn. 

Ter gelegenheid van deze 
presentatie is het boek met 40% 
korting te bestellen via de QR code.

(kortingscode: SpaansMod2025)
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Modernising Protestantism
A Cultural History of the Dutch Reformed 1650-1750

Geschreven door Joke Spaans

Over het boek
This book provides a thorough revision of the image of the public church under the Dutch Republic 
after the Peace of Westphalia and before the onset of the ‘high Enlightenment’. Traditional church 
history considers the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries a period of decline. Yet this was the high 
tide of Dutch expansion when Dutch society was extremely rich. In its five universities and its highly 
literate population internationally acknowledged scholarship, arts and sciences flowered. Did really 
nothing of all this vitality rub off on the public religion?

Rather than the traditional static image of a rather joyless and ossified orthodoxy, an exploration of the 
interface between the Reformed church and Dutch society at large reveals a religious culture that had 
much to offer to various audiences, in the sphere of knowledge production as well as in the form of 
spiritual solace and everything in between.

Dr Joke Spaans, until 2021 associate professor for the history of Christianity at Utrecht University.  
Her main interest is the interface between religion and early modern society.

https://www.aup.nl/nl/book/9789048567249/modernising-protestantism

